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Mine safety performance 
overview

0 fatal injuries
Decrease from 1 in 2022–23

105 serious injuries
Increase from 88 in 2022–23

Fatal and serious injuries

Fatal and serious injuries snapshot

Trunk or chest 11%

Upper limbs 10%

Hand or fingers 28%

Lower limbs 12%

Head 10%

Represents 71% of the total

Mechanism

Being hit by moving objects� 46%

Falls, trips and slips of a person� 33%

Represents 79% of the total

Nature of injury

Fractures� 57%

Wounds, lacerations, amputations  
and internal organ damage� 30%

Represents 88% of the total

Fatal and serious injuries by sector

Coal  
mines 64

Metalliferous  
mines 23

Extractives  
mines 16

256 lost time injuries
Increase from 207 in 2022–23

834 total recordable 
injuries

Increase from 772 in 2022–23

= 2 fatal injuries

= 2 serious injuries

Exploration  
(excl Petroleum and 

geothermal sites)
1

Opal 
mines 1
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SIFR

Five-year average serious injury frequency rate

Coal mines Metalliferous mines Extractives mines
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Five year average serious injury frequency rate

LTIFR

Five-year average lost time injury frequency rate
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Five year average lost time injury frequency rate

TRIFR

Five-year average total recordable injury frequency rate
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Five year average total recordable injury frequency rate
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INFR

Annual incident notification frequency rate
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Annual Incident notification frequency rate

2,149 incidents
Decrease from 2,167 in 2022–23

Incident notification profile 2023–24

Coal mines
Surface

Coal mines
Underground

Metalliferous
mines Surface

Metalliferous
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Underground

Extractives
mines Surface

Opal mines
Underground

Exploration (excl
Petroleum and

Geothermal
sites) Surface

Other non-coal
mines Surface

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

100%
(1)

39%
(393)

39%
(244)

27%
(270)

13%
(135)

17%
(108)

33%
(105)

21%
(129)

33%
(11)

50%
(1)

50%
(1)

28%
(45)

25%
(81)

60%
(3)

23%
(37)

23%
(36)

20%
(1)

20%
(1)

18%
(6)

15%
(5)13%

(83)
13%
(41)

16%
(51)

21%
(7)

12%
(4)

Workplace death or Serious injury/illness
Dangerous incident
Potentially dangerous incident
Other High potential incident
Lost time/Restricted duty injury/illness
Medical treatment injury/illness
Other incident notification

Coal mines
Surface

Coal mines
Underground

Metalliferous
mines Surface

Metalliferous
mines

Underground

Extractives
mines Surface

Opal mines
Underground

Exploration (excl
Petroleum and

Geothermal
sites) Surface

Other non-coal
mines Surface

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

100%
(1)

39%
(393)

39%
(244)

27%
(270)

13%
(135)

17%
(108)

33%
(105)

21%
(129)

33%
(11)

50%
(1)

50%
(1)

28%
(45)

25%
(81)

60%
(3)

23%
(37)

23%
(36)

20%
(1)

20%
(1)

18%
(6)

15%
(5)13%

(83)
13%
(41)

16%
(51)

21%
(7)

12%
(4)

Workplace death or Serious injury/illness
Dangerous incident
Potentially dangerous incident
Other High potential incident
Lost time/Restricted duty injury/illness
Medical treatment injury/illness
Other incident notification



3Mine safety performance overview 2023–24

1,571 notices issued
Decrease from 1,750 in 2022–23

Notices issued by sector

Extractives mines 723

Opal mines 14
Non-mines 10

Coal mines 457

Metalliferous mines 360

Exploration (excl Petroelum 
and geothermal sites) 7

Notices issued by type

Improvement notices (s191) 883 1% decrease from  
889 in 2022–23

Notices of concern (s23) 536 21% decrease from 675 in 2022–23

Prohibition notices (s195) 144 17% decrease from 174 in 2022–23

Non-disturbance notices (s198) 8 33% decrease from 12 in 2022–23

73.5m hours worked
Increase from 67.1m in 2022–23

Coal mines

53.4m
hours worked

Metalliferous  
mines

15.2m
hours worked

Extractives  
mines

4.9m
hours worked

Employees

41.6m
hours worked

Other (incl 
contractors)

31.9m
hours worked

Further information
This overview was first published in May 2025 with data current at November 2024.

Visit our website for more information.

Note: Exploration, petroleum and geothermal sites, underground small gemstone mines, tier 3 quarries, opal mines, tourist mines and non-coal 
mines with total worker hours less than 10,000 hours are not represented in NSW hours worked figures because mining operators in these sectors 
are not required to submit work health and safety reports to the Regulator.

https://www.resources.nsw.gov.au/resources-regulator/safety/safety-resources/safety-performance-measures

