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This fact sheet outlines the requirement for the claim holder to nominate a qualified mine operator.
Before starting mining operations, the mine holder must provide written notification to the NSW
Resources Regulator of the nominated mine operator.

The mine operator is the person in charge of the day-to-day working of the opal mine and must have
completed the specified safety training in accordance with Section 8 of the Work Health and Safety
(Mines and Petroleum Sites) Regulation 2022.

What this means
o if the mine holder is the mine operator, the mine holder must give the Regulator notice of this
fact before mining operations commence

¢ if the mine holder of the mine is not the mine operator, the mine holder must give the Regulator
notice of the appointment of the mine operator

and

e aperson canonly be a mine operator if, within the period of five years before the nomination,
they have completed the specified safety training

o if the claim holder is the operator, they must have completed the specified safety training within
the period of five years before starting any mining operations on the claim

¢ the mine operator must complete refresher training at least once every five years after having
completed the initial safety training

e itisthe claim holder’s responsibility to ensure that the operator has completed the safety
training as required.

What is safety training? E.. '.:IE
Safety training means a course of training relating to health and safety at mﬁf‘i [
]

opal mines specified by the Regulator. . .
The training specified by the Regulator is the Opal Mining Safety r'#;'l-:.
Workshop. For information about the training or to enrol please visit our = 2™ »

website or scan the QR code. E E

resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au



http://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.resourcesregulator.nsw.gov.au/events

Fact sheet

What if | start mining without nominating a qualified operator?

It is a contravention of the Work Health and Safety (Mines and Petroleum Sites) Regulation 2022 to
start mining operations at an opal mine if a mine operator has not been nominated or if the
nominated operator has not completed the specified safety training.

If mining operations are occurring at an opal mine under these circumstances, the Regulator may
take enforcement action either through the issuing of notices or penalties. Notices may prohibit any
further mining operations on that claim (and any other related claims) until the claim holder
nominates a qualified mine operator with the Regulator.

© State of New South Wales through Regional NSW 2023. You may copy, distribute, display, download and otherwise
freely deal with this publication for any purpose, provided that you attribute Regional NSW as the owner. However, you
must obtain permission if you wish to charge others for access to the publication (other than at cost); include the
publication in advertising or a product for sale; modify the publication; or republish the publication on a website. You may
freely link to the publication on a departmental website.

Disclaimer: The information contained in this publication is based on knowledge and understanding at the time of writing
(July 2023) and may not be accurate, current or complete. The State of New South Wales (including Regional NSW), the
author and the publisher take no responsibility, and will accept no liability, for the accuracy, currency, reliability or
correctness of any information included in the document (including material provided by third parties). Readers should
make their own inquiries and rely on their own advice when making decisions related to material contained in this
publication.
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